HIAAAARR]

|
A AAh b A

r




e 9 0@

e epeeeReeew

>
e
>
3
e ]
>
:
L
>
>
>
>
]
>







A =
&

s = - —— -
- —
! g 9 oy ke 3
x B = el ——

A - =
- £
A 1 <=







|

I\

i







....-I-l‘_bc_t- '

il g



XI5 & 77

XIERPEAASEER. MANSERAR,
BFBARHI/NE(14205F), AEBAIABSA
ERFE, BRAERDHBEERHGHE. EEE
H273F T A¥, BANRBIEE, MAARK, H
7, FEIEEBIEE S HRIESME. RIEEHE
B, BE. ESFREFERMBTRANRESS
BH, BHEEREN. KB, tER. ARHESR
M. MENMETELRANBEE, RABRNBERES
S48 K0P

XERGEERINNEEARE. BRE, &
EHANEERANY—. 1961FAKHSEER
XWRPEM, 1998FEFAN (HAXKBES
) , 2007E T NS EAAAAARIRIEREK, 20095
TE 0 £ B SR R iR X

A Brief Introduction to the Temple of Heaven

The Temple of Heaven, built in 1420, used to be the place where the
emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties worshipped the God of Heaven
and offered sacrifices to pray for bumper harvests and favorable rain. Most
of the structures we see today were constructed in the Qing Dynasty in
compliance with the layout system set in Jiajing' s reign of the Ming
Dynasty The compound wall was built in a semi-circle in the north and a
square in the south. Surrounded by double annular walls, the Temple of
Heaven is divided into an inner part and an outer part. The whole area is
273 hectares. In the inner part stand ancient architectural complexes
including the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests, the Circular Mound Altar the
imperial Vault of Heaven and the Abstinence Palace which served as a
residence for the emperors during the period of abstinence before the
rituals, as well as the Red stairway Bridge, the Long Corridor, the
Seven-Star Stones, the Nine-dragon Cypress, etc. The main structure in the
outer part is the Divine Music Administration, where the musicians and
dancers rehearsed ritual music for ceremonies during the Ming and Qing
dynasties.

The Temple of Heaven is one of the ancient Chinese temples of its kind
that still stand with supreme status integrity and characteristics. In 1961
it was designated a "State Priority Protected Site", and in 1998, it was
inscribed on the "World Heritage List". In 2007, it was listed among the
national AAAAA scenic areas in China and in 2009 among national model
scenic areas.
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