Galatians 6:1-18 (ESV)
Witness of a Gospel-Shaped Church

Introduction

In the early hours of 1 Feb 2021, the Myanmar military carried out a
coup to depose the democratically elected government whose 1%
parliamentary session was scheduled later that day. Many members of
the winning party (National League for Democracy), including their
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, were detained. The days that followed saw
massive, peaceful protests by the people all over the country.

On 10 March 2021, The Straits Times (p. A4) published a picture of a
Catholic nun kneeling down and spreading out her hands, pleading for
the lives of the protesters. The security forces were then chasing and
shooting at them in the city of Myitkyina, the capital of Kachin State in
the north.

The nun (Sister Ann Rose Nu Tawng) told an international reporter, “I

knelt down ... begging them not to shoot and torture the children
(referring to those young protesters), but to shoot me and kill me
instead.”

Her words remind me of what Jesus said in John 15:13, “Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”

Indeed, the power of God’s agape love is always demonstrated when
His people act in a self-giving manner to help the fallen, the hurting,
and the harassed.

Today in Gal. 6, we look at Paul's closing exhortations to the church in
Galatia. If | may borrow an idea from our church vision statement, | want to
sum up Paul’s teaching here this way—"Believers in a Gospel-shaped church
are saved by faith in Christ alone. And they are now to walk in the Holy Spirit
to do good NOT to add on or complete what Christ has done on the cross,
BUT to glorify Christ and bear witness to Him with the fruit of love.”

So the question we want to answer today is this—How does love bear withess
to Christ in and through a Gospel-shaped church? First, love bears witness to
Christ in and through a Gospel-shaped church by ...

l. Restoring the Fallen, Lifting Up the Burdened (vv. 1-5)

1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on
yourself, lest you too be tempted.

2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
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3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he
deceives himself.

4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will
be in himself alone and not in his neighbor.

5 For each will have to bear his own load.

Paul says in v. 1, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who
are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on
yourself, lest you too be tempted.”

The transgression in v. 1 is not specifically defined. The word “caught” does
not refer to someone who has caught the saint in sin. Rather, it seems to
mean that the saint is caught by a false step and falls; something that's not
calculated or premeditated; something that has caught the saint off guard
because of lack of discretion or discernment.

Even then, this transgression must be responded to and not conveniently
ignored because it has overpowered the saint. This person needs help to
overcome. To be sure, this passage is not giving Christians a license to
meddle in the lives of others. Rather, it is teaching their responsibility to come
to the aid of someone who has been overpowered by a certain sin. The
stumbling saint must be helped with this burden of sin because he (generic
masculine) is not able to bear it alone.

The responsibility of the church is to restore the saint. The word rendered
“restore” can be used to mean setting straight a broken bone. Clearly, the
term has the positive implication of healing back to health. Now, this
restoration does not happen instantaneously, but over a period of time, like
the healing of a broken bone.

This process of restoration is to be carried out gently. This presumes that the
transgressor is not defensive, but struggling with guilt and self-condemnation.
This situation requires encouragement and support, not retribution and
rejection. Gentleness touches the spirit of the sinner in his fragile condition.
When someone is down and hurt by sin, you don’t immediately announce it to
the world or try to ruin his reputation. No, you do what you can to help him
recover, unless he shows no fruit of repentance over time, thereby proving
himself to be stubbornly unrepentant.

Now, Paul exhorts those who are spiritual to do the work of restoration. Who
are those whose are spiritual? The “you who are spiritual” in v. 1 is plural and
not singular, meaning it is not restricted to pastors, elders, or other special
workers in the church. Rather, it applies to all who desire to build up the
spiritual life in them and in others. So, Paul is not teaching that one person
must do it, or even some must do it. Rather, all who love the Lord and others
as themselves must do it together. E.g. | am not the pastor and so | may not
initiate the tough steps to take, but | can still help and encourage the fallen
one to walk these tough steps on his way to healing and restoration.
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Paul also forewarns those who seek to facilitate the restoration process—i.e.
they might also be tempted and fall into sin. And he adds in vv. 2-3, “Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is
something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”

Now, Paul has been teaching salvation by faith alone in Jesus Christ and not
by works of the Law. But here in v. 2, he is telling believers to fulfil the law of
Christ by bearing one another’s burdens. Is Paul contradicting himself?

It is believed that false teachers had been misleading God’s people in Galatia
with their wrong teachings. These were the Judaizers—Jews who belonged to
the Pharisaic class and claimed faith in Jesus Christ, yet continued to practice
circumcision and other aspects of the OT Law in a legalistic manner as a
necessary part of guaranteed salvation.

In relation to how they would deal with the saint who had transgressed, these
Judaizers would deal with the person as they understood the Law of Moses—
i.e. condemning him, ostracizing him, bad-mouthing him, and even stoning
him to death (i.e. if the Romans would not charge them for murder!). As far as
Paul was concerned, these false teachers might have tried to follow the Law
of the OT to the very letter, but they had definitely failed to fulfil the law of
Christ. What then is the law of Christ in v. 2?

My mind goes back to what Paul has said earlier in Gal. 5:13-14 - “For you
were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole
law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

And | believe Paul is here rephrasing what Jesus said to His disciples while
He was in the upper room with them in John 13:34-35 — “A new
commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

So, | believe the law of Christ in Gal. 6:2 refers to Jesus’ exhortation to love
one another; to love people. The Spirit in us produces the fruit of love (Gal.
5:22), and through love, we fulfil the law of Christ. We obey His command to
love not as good works to gain salvation, but as godly witness to glorify our
Saviour.

The false teachers carried this sense of superior spirituality—that they were
so much better than the others. But Paul labelled them as self-deceivers in v.
3, overestimating themselves as somebody when in fact they were nobody in
the sight of God.

Paul says in vv. 4-5, “But let each one examine his own work, and then he will
have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to
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another. For each one shall bear his own load.” In essence, Paul is exhorting
God’s people to first deal with the beam in our own eye before we can help
others with the speck in theirs. The humility and gentleness which must be
manifested in restoring the fallen saint are derived from an awareness of our
own vulnerabilities.

The problem with legalism is that its adherents tend to evaluate their personal
spirituality in light of the vulnerabilities of others. The legalist thus rejoices at
the fall of another brother, since he would appear better in comparison. This
makes him blind to his own sins.

The solution to this holier-than-thou/better-than-you tendency is given in v. 4
where Paul exhorts believers to first focus on their own responsibility and
accountability before God. This is what Paul means in v. 5 that “each one
shall bear his own load”. Put in another way, one must not see another’s fault
so clearly and yet be so blind to his own foibles.

Paul exhorts us to restore gently. And gentleness doesn’'t mean being soft
and tentative because you are afraid of offending or hurting people. Rather,
gentleness is to be firm in upholding a godly standard of conduct and
character, yet supporting and encouraging someone to keep to this standard
with godly grace and love.

| know of a man (I shall call him A) whom | have not met for many
years. But his life story is a powerful testimony of the love of Christ
working in and through His people.

He was a very successful professional in his pre-believing days. He
was so successful that he became married to his work, giving the
excuse that he was working hard to provide well for his wife and young
son. However, his wife felt otherwise—she was troubled by a deep
sense of loneliness, neglect, and abandonment. And this misled her
into an extramarital affair with a man who gave her the affection and
attention that she had yearned for so much.

When A came to know about this, he was totally devastated. His
relationship with his wife worsened as days went by. He finally decided
to divorce his wife. After the divorce, he was deeply traumatized by the
pain of a failed marriage, the shame of divorce, and the anger over his
wife’s infidelity.

All this was too heavy a burden for him to bear alone. But he found
people mostly correcting him rather than comforting him; mostly
undermining him rather than understanding him.

With a heavy heart and a heavy burden on his back, he later decided to
uproot himself, hoping to start life afresh in London. By the grace of
God, he met a pastor there (a Singaporean who had started a church
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in London). The Lord used this pastor and the church people there to
minister to A. They did not do a Bible study with him on the topic “God
Hates Divorce”. But they listened and cried with him in his pain, shame,
and anger. They did not see him as a problem to solve, but as a person
to love and an opportunity to serve. In short, God used them to help
him bear the burden that he found too heavy to bear on his own. It was
during this period that he gave his life to Jesus as his personal Saviour
and Lord.

The Lord continued to do His healing work in A. One day, A realized
that there was still one load that the Lord wanted him and him only to
bear; one thing that he could not pass it on to others. And that was to
go back to meet up with his ex-wife and settle some unfinished matter
with her.

So he came back to Singapore, arranged to meet up with his ex-wife
and the man whom she had an affair with (who had then married her).
In that meeting, he said to her, “I have been very hurt by what you have
done to me. Now that | am a Christian, the Lord wants me to confess to
you the wrongdoing on my part in our failed marriage. He wants me to
come and seek your forgiveness for the neglect of you on my part. Will
you please forgive me?” And looking at the man she had remarried, he
continued, “I pray that you will be blessed abundantly with the affection
and attention from this man; that he can give you the happiness that
you did not receive from me. Most of all, | pray that you both will one
day believe in Jesus Christ; experience His abundant love for you; be
blessed by His forgiveness of you just as | have been forgiven by Him.”

With that, A put down his personal load of forgiving and seeking
forgiveness in his life as the Lord had led and enabled him.

In life, a person may have to carry some guilt/shame as a consequence
of a wrong step. This is a form of suffering in our fallen world. We
cannot remove such a suffering, but we can reduce the sense of
loneliness associated with such a suffering by helping to relieve the
burden of guilt/shame on such a fallen one.

In our Christian life and walk with the Lord, we carry different weights along
the way. Sometimes, the weight is like a burdensome boulder that we cannot
carry alone and need the help of others. This burdensome boulder may
represent a number of things and not just some transgression against God.
E.g. it can be sickness, sudden calamity, personal loss, financial difficulty,
broken dreams, a failed marriage, family problems, career setbacks, or the
death of a loved one. Other times, the weight is like a personal load that we
can carry on our own, or at least own the personal responsibility to carry it and
not pass it on to others.
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| thank God if your weight today seems light to you. However, God may want
to use you to help those heavily burdened. Look around you. Is there
someone who needs the help you can give? And would lend a helping hand?

So as the Lord leads, let's seek to lift up people in love and in so doing, bear
witness to Christ as a Gospel-shaped community.

Paul goes on to teach a second way that love bears witness to Christ in and
through a Gospel-shaped church.

Il. Sharing Good Things in Gratitude, Doing Good with Persistence
(vv. 6-10)

6 One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one
who teaches.

7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that
will he also reap.

8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life.

9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will
reap, if we do not give up.

10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.

Paul says in v. 6, “One who is taught the word must share all good things with
the one who teaches.”

Now, there were false teachers propagating their teachings in Galatia. Was
Paul exhorting the believers there to share all good things with these false
teachers?

Of course not! So we need to qualify that the one who teaches here refers to
one who teaches the Word of God in a way that’s true to the heart and intent
of God, and thus, edifying and beneficial to the spiritual health and growth of
the believers.

And when these believers are so blessed by such teachings, the only right
thing for them to do is to share all good things with these teachers out of
gratitude. Now, all good things can mean many things. And a very practical
way is for the spiritual beneficiaries to share their financial/material blessings
in gratitude with their spiritual benefactors.

In this sense, the Bible gives a place of honour to those who teach the Word
of God truthfully and faithfully. However, | also believe it is important for
teachers of the Word (like me) to understand Gal. 6:6 in light of what is said in
James 3:1—"Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you
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know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.” Indeed, with
much honour, comes also much accountability before God.

Teachers of God’s Word are not quite like the rest because God has higher
expectations of them. This is because spiritual teachers must not only
expound the Word truthfully and faithfully, but also keep watch over their
words and lives carefully. This is so because they have the eyes of others
looking to them for examples and looking at them as examples. Those who
teach God's Word to others are held to a higher standard by others, and
judged more strictly by God because of the role and influence with which God
has entrusted them.

Now, | am not asking you to discover another perfect human on earth besides
our Lord Jesus Christ when He was on earth. However, the reality is that
whenever we hear someone teaching/preaching in a way NOT true to the
Word, we become troubled. Even more so, when we hear someone
teaching/preaching in a way true to the Word, BUT see him living in a way not
true to the Word, we become more than troubled; we become troubled and
outraged. Isn’t this true?

Thus, the spiritual teacher imparts knowledge of God's Word, applies the
truths, reaps the harvest of spiritual wisdom, and entrusts these spiritual
benefits to others so that they can in turn grow and mature unto
Christlikeness. Now we understand why James 3:1 says, “Not many of you
should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness.” (Yes, | know | am now giving myself and the
pastor lots of pressure!)

Understand also that Paul is not stressing monetary payment for services
rendered in Gal. 6:6—you have received the teaching, now you pay for the
lessons. No, Paul is not talking about a business transaction here because he
never considers his ministry like a job for which he is to be paid. The “sharing”
in v. 6 is not merely some kind of payment for the teacher’s ministry. Rather, it
implies a participation in the teacher’s ministry. You honour the teacher for his
ministry by sharing all good things with him (material or otherwise) because it
is an honour for you to participate in his ministry as all serve together in the
work of God’s Kingdom. In this sense, both the teacher and those being
taught are blessed with giving and receiving as they participate in God’s work
together.

Paul’s stern words in vv. 7-8 warn the false teachers not to deceive others for
personal gain because God will not be mocked by them. They will reap what
they sow. False teachers may have received accolades from those whom
they have deceived. But God will one day turn these accolades into decay; He
will make sure their falsehood reaps emptiness and nothing eternally worthy.
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Following this stern warning, Paul goes on to exhort the Galatian believers in
v. 9, “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,
if we do not give up.”

We live in a fallen world. It's so easy to grow weary and say, “What'’s the
use?” Perhaps, we need to remind ourselves from time to time with a little
reality check:

Life is hard. But stop grumbling and deal with it.

People can be difficult. But love them anyway.

Things don't always go as we planned. But keep on moving.

Not all our prayers are answered. But keep praying.

God doesn’'t seem to do what we think He should do. But trust Him
anyway.

Our friends may ridicule or criticize us. But do what is right anyway.

e We feel like it's time to quit. But it's always too soon to quit.

Such a reality check will remind us that we cannot always look back or stay
put because no door or opportunity stays open forever. Opportunities come
and then they go. That's why Paul says in v.10, “So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of
the household of faith.”

The word *“opportunity” comes from the Greek word Kkairos, which is
sometimes translated “time”. However, it's not the passing of chronological
time, like one hour after another hour. It refers to those moments in life when
a door of opportunity opens before us and we have a choice to make. Will we
go through that door or will we hesitate until it closes?

Every day there are moments when we can say a word of encouragement
and lend a hand of support. We can’t meet all needs but we can always do
something. Will we seize the opportunity, or will we let our personal schedule
keep us from doing so?

We can hardly be over-generous in the work of the Lord. | mean no one can
out-give God such that God will owe him a debt. This is because when you
give to God, you are sowing to the Spirit. And from the Spirit you will reap a
godly harvest if you do not give up sowing for the good of others and for the
glory of God. This is not my sales talk; this is the promise of God in Gal. 6:9.

We can apply the principle of sowing and reaping in very practical ways. E.g.
it should motivate us to be diligent and faithful in our task until the Lord’s
return. Many may begin a ministry with great zeal, only to lose heart at some
point later. Sometimes it is because no one expresses appreciation or gives
any recognition for what they are doing. Sometimes it is because they are
criticized for what they are doing. Sometimes it is because they have become
bored and want something more exciting, more significant, or just something
new. The principle of sowing and reaping encourages us to faithfully
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persevere, looking not at the immediate hardship/hard-work, but to the
harvest that lies ahead.

Lastly and briefly, a third way love can bear witness to Christ in and through a
Gospel-shaped church is by ...

. Testifying Proudly of Christ’s Sacrifice, Talking Humbly of Our
Success (vv. 12-17)

12 It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would
force you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be
persecuted for the cross of Christ.

13 For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the
law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in
your flesh.

14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world.
15 For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but
a new creation.

16 And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon
them, and upon the Israel of God.

17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, for | bear on my body the
marks of Jesus.

To Paul, his sins were borne by Christ and washed away by His atoning death
on the cross. So he said emphatically in v. 14—“But far be it from me to boast
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and | to the world.” If he’s to boast in one thing, he would
choose to boast in the atonement of Christ on the cross.

But the Judaizers had a different emphasis. As far as Jewish theology is
concerned, to die on the cross is an abomination because in the Hebrew
Torah “a hanged man is cursed by God” (Deut. 21:23). Thus, the unbelieving
Jews in Paul's time would persecute any of their fellow Jews who would
believe that Jesus was their blessed Messiah; it's pure abomination to them.
To avoid this persecution, the Judaizers played down the cross and promoted
circumcision. This had gained them much approval and acceptance instead of
the persecution and rejection that Paul had experienced. The Judaizers took
pride in their own circumcision and they also boasted about their success in
influencing other Christians to do the same. In that sense, they could boast
that they had succeeded in bringing Judaism into the Christian faith.

Paul so disapproves of them in vv. 12-13 — “It is those who want to make a
good showing in the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, and only in
order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those
who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have
you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.”
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For Paul, his loud boast is clearly heard in v. 15—i.e. the cross was
everything and neither circumcision nor uncircumcision was anything. What
really mattered was death to sin (and to the Law) and becoming a new
creation through what Christ accomplished on the cross.

Paul confidently refutes the charge of the false teachers (Judaizers) that he’s
not a true apostle of Jesus Christ with these words in v. 17—"From now on let
no one cause me trouble, for | bear on my body the marks of Jesus.” While
the mark of circumcision was the Judaizer's badge of true discipleship, the
marks of persecution on Paul's body were significant to him—these were
evidence of him truly belonging to Christ.

The true Gospel is professing faith in Jesus Christ and believing that His
sacrifice on the cross is sufficient for the atonement of our sins and salvation
WITHOUT adding anything more. All the good works we do in and out of
church, all the spiritual disciplines and discipleship we do are not meant to be
additions to complete what Christ has left undone on the cross. Rather, all
these are good and necessary only if they are meant to be actions that we do
from inside out because of our love and appreciation of Christ for His finished
work on the cross that's completely sufficient for our salvation.

What kind of good news do people like to hear today? Is it news about
success or news about sacrifice? The answer is obvious. Little wonder the
Judaizers were talking so loudly about their success in their ministry, and
keeping so silently about Christ’'s sacrifice in His mission. But Paul’'s boast
was in the cross of Christ. What about us—what is our boast? In our daily
witness before the world, do we testify loudly of Christ's messianic sacrifice,
or do we just talk proudly of our ministry/marketplace success?

Conclusion
Let me now make two summary points:

e Firstly, it is impossible to save ourselves by self-effort. No matter how
much good we do, how much law we obey, we are still sinners in the
sight of God. One way the Bible describes sin is “missing the perfect
mark of God”. Whether we miss it by one inch or one mile, we still miss
the perfect mark of God. You can do 1,000 good deeds, but when you
do just one small thing which may seem OK to you but not right in the
sight of God even for 10 seconds, you have missed God’'s perfect
mark. That's why the Bible in Rom. 3:23 pronounces that “for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God”.

That's the hard truth about the human condition. We don'’t like to hear
it, but until and unless we come to accept the grim reality of our own
sinfulness, we will never be saved. The bottom line: You can’t save
yourself and you can’t even contribute to your own salvation with all
your supposedly good works.
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Today, we are reminded that we need the absolute necessity of God’s
grace to save us from our sins. In Jesus Christ, God declares a person
righteous and totally forgiven. Jesus Christ paid the price for our sins.
He died in our place, taking our punishment upon Himself. This is the
saving Gospel of the Bible.

For those who are not yet believers in Jesus Christ, | urge you to trust
that His death on the cross can grant you forgiveness and cleansing of
your sins; receive Him into your life as your Saviour and Lord so that
you can live a new life in Him. Talk to a Christian and find out how you
can be so blessed.

e Secondly, the church can do more towards efforts in restoration. Why
is the church so lacking in this? There is one common reason for this. It
is the fear of being judged instead of being helped if one decides to
come out clean before others. So we do what we think is best to
protect ourselves—we hide, we put up a false front, we deny, we live a
double-life. As a church, we can encourage one another to judge less
so that we can confess more by working on some things:

1. Look more for the positive. There is always something positive
you can find in someone or something if you would try. Let’s
learn to push our thoughts in a more positive direction and look
for something nice to say as much as we can.

2. Avoid stereotyping. Stereotyping (e.g. “people with your
background are all the same”) really creates a lot of negativity
because it leads us to predetermine based on our biases even
before listening.

3. Consider own shortcomings. This is to first look at the log in our
own eye before we deal with the speck in another person’s eye
(Matt. 7:3-5) with self-awareness rather than self-righteousness.

| want to close with a saying from Saint Augustine: “What does love look like?
It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and
needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs
and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.”

Indeed, love in and through the church of Jesus Christ is a powerful witness to
the watching world. We are not a perfect church. But by God’s grace, we can
be a Gospel-shaped church that bears witness to Christ with the love of God
shining among ourselves and out from us to the world. Amen!

Prayer:
Father in Heaven, open our eyes and hearts to your love for all people, your

presence in the community, and your call to justice and peace. Stir in us that
same love for those with whom we worship and all members of our human
family.
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Help us to grow unto Christlikeness—restoring the fallen, healing the
wounded, welcoming the stranger, assisting the poor and vulnerable. Help us
not lose heart but persevere in loving and doing good in your name. Keep us
faithful in responding to your call for us to live daily as witnesses of a Gospel-
shaped community. Move us to engage in love-inspired actions that transform
us and influence the world we live in. Give us eyes of faith to see the invisible
even when things seem impossible.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen!
Reflect & Apply

e Consider what policies and practices can help Christians individually
and as a church to gently restore a fallen believer in their midst.

e What is the “law of Christ” in Gal. 6:2? How can we as a church fulfil
this law in terms of sharing “all good things with the one who teaches”
and doing “good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith™?

e In Christian life and ministry, what are some ways Christians as
individuals and as a church might boast “in the flesh” (Gal. 6:13) and
not “in the cross of Christ” (Gal. 6:14), and what can we do to
intentionally check or correct such a tendency?
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