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Purpase of “The Cornerstone of Peace
people of Okinawa \n marking the 50th anniversary since the end
a Pacific War announce the construction of  The Cornerstone of

“We feel the strong need to con sole ‘the |‘:irerarqus souls of all sho
st in the war and to pass the lessons |earned from the tragic
o future generations Furthermore. we hope that The Cornerstone
" will-help spread the pea spirit of Okinawa, and wild

lasting world peace

June 1995 Okinawa Prefectural Government
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Hacksaw Ridge

During the Battle of Okinawa, the hilly area of the Urasoe Gusuku
ruins was referred to as, "Hacksaw Ridge" by the Americans and. “The
Maeda Escarpment” (FIERHE) by the Japanese forces

The northern side of the area, which was host to the American frontal
attack, was also home to a sheer cliff. When the American military
ascended o the top of the cliff they were met by violent resistance from
the Japanese, forcing them to retreat back down the ridge and leaving
them with high numbers of casualties

Desmond Doss, an American combat medic, was 8 conscientious
objector on the basis of his religion and so refused to bear arms during
the war, even in the midst of heavy fire from the Japanese. Doss wa

5
able to save the lives of many soldiers. His actions during the war would

later earn him the Medal of Honor
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R 7Bt D5 1L (Formation process of Ashimui rock mountain)

A fault occurred at the boundary between the continental layer about 200 million years ago

(Chichibu belt) and the Philippine Sea plate about 20 million years ago(Shimanto belt), and the
continental layer was uplifted and formed the cliffs.

The rock mountain of Ashimui is composed of limestone, called karst. that has become the present
unique shape after many vears of erosion.

The superb view of the stone forest make it feel that Ashimui is a sacred holy place.
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. Chichibu belt side

Ashimur Rock Mountain

. Shimanto belt side
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